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"Thu degy h asme a short lIfe that It$ aom et.mesee mt be a limted one It dihe theK toMM ai aa hsour seArh the wrldM r . !A wkly ested Larther, but its

lih dea st a reveleer. It Is boodMr ata theta at thenrt andt dee lM week adiabl. The w sadb
s ume Imsgs, t le.ge, beitis eertirebe that distge only. "be mnly istesmds amea. It merles ehet
e sie., sad whe. they g eati the .t..-

eS the whale eaet gaesema oar
I. hsvnew et letes I oerets M the Shos ot the Eglshpeak-Peepe . the weltd, and ear ad

s* i wawo thesm pIe ehss to iW
smrth. We s - Cmeh the Lmited
gStens, Engimme ad Asaia breught isguthar
bat-m gest itetlsmi ami. " mies met

Q. unenmasvar ement e to-d p, it as t them.-espas eeil 'aek .aeor e.
n internmtesal laws ad ae that al

the wored e, they shell pretest wnd
stead ep for sash ether. As er t he h
mad Amerteam nel stataMion.rtsspsthis eme hardly be .e mow. The dipew
the tee inma geal. sad y have almst
twlse a many pseple >o pretes as s have, but
er is pwig. sad she time a, some

whs f am American h ilU-treated in
any part 6 the weld whee a

tm-.e-war stands he will be
aded by that vesel and the mas teor-

tae will be sensdd by as American srl
vemel t as Egiiahmaa in trebla I woald
like Se ea. a mies., .eniv. sad dsfmore,
amng the Ensh-.peakia ateie, and the
timae win ess. wheu us will hve it."

7h gvernamae these esutres are so
dithmem, herer, that a em. s hardly poe-ab "eaid L

?bherIs met hal s mash desrease a
tbevs ms to be." maid Mr. Stead. "The
whole wevd is ceasng nearer every year Is the
dewe et ew.Nitmei and slf-verament. We
are rpiy appshag it in England The
flat estw ase s quen and a royalfamily
des mt set the mater. They as.
of . se.sam uluse . They hare
their plame as oreameutel Ignrem
M es geeramental tables, but they a/est the
fest no mere than the bouquets with which
you osmsat your table at home. They are
aely a detail, mad they have little to ds with

T. . i_ ahers tamed to newspaper,.Mr. ried I. see of the gsatet interviewerm of
the world. He knew. how to make a ma think
as wel a. talk a.d he gets oct of everv man ye
interviewe tb bust that is in him and exprespme
It mere clearly and fully than the man him-
sel.
"The 1eld ot the interviewer. aid Mr. sead,

"is owe of the maset attractive in jeurnalism.
'The newsf er i for tie cvmmnaieatio. of
thew!{. N aInterview it une of the best
meahed eof sub esmmunicaeton. It brings the
reader and thinker clses tegeher, and such
talks semetames change lbs lace of history."

iA

catnasa oocasvr.
"Sew haout your talk with General 'Chinese'

Gordon just before he went to Egypt? That
aheted history, did it not?" I asked.

"Yes," es tie reply. 'That was perhaps one
o. the mnst impertaut interviews eser tah
It was at the tame of our tronbles with

The government had decided to gave
p sedas and Gea. Gordon was at tooth-

smptes, aheat to pawed to Egypt. e had, I
knee. pemasiee.r as to what was to be done
ad I wanted am interview with him upon thesitamtem. I write hiam at Southamptm tellinghim I weld lake to see him sad asking him
when ha seald ajsise ame. He replied at ones.

'hat it would be impoeable for him to
to measd that he had nothing to my. I

mespes a him that I must see him
ad that I us for Seathamptos on theneat ta I have been told tat he spent thesmetelthatday walking upanddown ad debatingwhether he weald s me when I came or Dot.
When I get of the trai I west at once to
hiW hese and mmg the bell. In a mement the
deer opend ed a bile smIe. who I teek

s. 0.n. Garda.'. butler, asked me in and
hsed meof with my tap coat and hung up
my hat. I asked him it (en. Gordon was in.
mad be rephsd that he wee mad motioned me to
go inte the aest room. I wetal in and the little
man fegoled me. I tosk s seat and then told
the little man to please tell Gen. Gordon
that Mr. tead of the Paul Mail Gaartel
was these and wold like to see
him. the little man said,"I am Ge. Gades," and he reached me his
head and thea teck a their ad esat down beside
me. We thea wnt over the whole situation to-
gether. ad has idems were sack that they re-
sulted In an entire change of government

. ilistened t, them and when I went
to I.de. I laid them before thegoverameet ministars and they decaded to

Yp them and to send him to the
= I urged them to let hin carry out his

Haas in his ewe way, sad had they doee so in
all thaby the war would hare been

e ed. It was his idea to have taken
a sland t have gone alone to the camp ofte mbdi and to have discused matters with
ham. Bet ns: the government would have it,
ee way, sad the remult was the death of Gor-
dee.
"The hint taterviews I hare ever had," eoen-

Meem Mr. Sltead. "re earme which haye never
bees pabibd Oins of the most remarkable I
have ever had was with the (nar of Ruses, but
the .e imtsed that a. meation et It sheuld
be ms n print, and tkough I wrote a long
see et lettese em Rtamda for the English and

IAmseracan nmupre and published a book onReestate pm d new to this day that
I met the emperer and talked with him."
"Please deecrihe the tanmrview," eld I, "end

tel ame hew the esar smpressed yoe.""he Geess Nevihef assuaged the meet-
tag,setie Mr geed. "ad the gudisase was

gee me mush to the surpes of the Englishmaime at St. Petesmbarg, Sir flehavt Morter,
and the ether diplammats. It is, you know, notse=sied proper foream==-a- to preent one
of kim eosntrymee to a monarch ailss he kmebee pseeted at seet at hgeme. I here never
besemested to the queen ad have neveriesdrdt worth the trebhle and expeese ofbauaecourt dress, sand it semed to me at St.
Petesurg that our minister did not want me
to mseet the esa. I dad meet him. however,
ad he sessived me ini one of the resins ot his
palse at Oeaaa es eat at ens side 61 a
table detag sear con vesation and I eat at theotherlaseing hamn, and the eenvesmaoie was flee

andn nd thee wassa tre absence of redaape ad thre wasion The csr smoked aetsmeetie & h ak though, by the way,I remsember he failed to eger me ee Hekmee of me, for I bed been writtng in favor 61
Russia for the pat twety years, and I begn
any esreuaien by maying:

I wetaseplyf eatrigesfse laad

hema. lee know I am preP es4InthrQRumes, and I think I eut te-the stnataem ad I want ye5 is
gpa it to sme as itrsmall . I am winingto week, bet I west ahe straight Uphm

that I was Ress' Stiead and th I eaght heknee Jmt how UMs seit and whatthe staeded te ds. 'l6s theea
begaan to alk aml he wet ever thewhole stento. with me and 'wheat smess'sgame me hibem I bsmd ia a besad manand s horet ma. ad I Me him heMeshesedid deegt eey. mesth edisbds. I ehesed wUb him ger

.minim m:

"Thsat a sether a enies
the reply. "I we to Tsee th he to ti
meet ma. His, ye. Laes. a very -

to himbs ai andi ad
said, is labresd : 'I4de e?b

-so we vst sr sesmi.s a

" * 7at,yearmin.'sdI, 'I edet-
" "rhsa I d.ate he w- to

gater,'es km."rwe ear. 'aMI 9a n
yes manes pe k yeakwsse eaea M
me to mah ye es I wit I.
aid I will Nit la Englih'
"H. Salest objet to This, and he

wseryr atmeheomtsnd. an
asm toaewa sad we beeusimeidsted
1g w.e $ t b. Aftera whe he he

te spenImagsaki to sand Isme
fiates as wai s IeeaL

Ibveese hbahe asmet al
plaessd at y aetiem, bat they sesred ay p.
pes. I sad wha I mwted to saysod heg e
ass l rply Jst what I wasted to get. He
mas s. hite theM to give r he is
tsriew and Iwve eften wewdeed why he was
set mere gadeis during it."

as "mses saafsses."
Ii redesving to the Eagi3 newspaps Mr.

Stead depecated their lack ot amsrpriee aid
poshad ad that they badly needed iad-
peadease sad spies. I asked him to tel> th
story of th"aidsm's Tribute to Modsr. aby-los," and be reped that the esmetie was sot
sprung as a newpapr smwton and that vsywerd of the stsy vsee told i it was true.
It was writte to isdaese p'immst to no
sect see of the mst bsehbels et Lee-
de., which parliament wugid not teach
heesame its patipante were largelyaeug the m saes dt pem---t. its
paebenles ecured this rest, aid though ths
.ea al evll stil prevails i Leadns to a groterest stbp, ths in any other oty i the
werd nasaie. look the young giuts eflf
the strets sad yea are no longer accosted en
every steet earner by Mil ones ii
short clothes as yea were in the past. "A. a
newspapa enterprmse the publication Injured
rather tan helped the eirelatie. of the Paul
Mau Gease." said Mr. Stead, coneerning it.
"The day it was published Hsary Ihboe re
told me t weald ruin the paper. Duflng the
Seoaation onr circulation ran up to more tha
10.000. We could have said a million if we
could have printed them, and as it was the
papers sold for half a crowa apiece upon the
streets. When the thing died down the reae-
tion amse Our circulataoa dropped sf and
our advertisers rushed in to take their ads. oat
of what they called 'the unclean sheet.' Henry
Irviag was one of the first to withdraw his ad-
vertisement and the other amusement managers
followed. As a financial enterprise it was not a

eucces, but as accemplishing just what it set

out to do it succeeded admirably, for parlia-
ea paswed the bill I. a jify."

taumt 0. Carawrma.

writmem far The Evening Star.
Tb Cesmptalat of Santa Claus.

'Twas the sight before Chrlstemas-4he solemn
stair clock

Was ringing out Twelve with a slang and a shock.
As I sat by that dismai, dark bete In the wall
Cnheard of, of old, which we register call.

I drowsily thought of the days when, a boy,
I gloried In dofghset sad taff and toy;
When up Is the chimney my stockings I hang,
And after dreamed dreams of the saint of the

yousg.
The door opened slowly, and slowly In walked
A long-bearded old man, who sat with me and

talked;
I felt not afraid, for I knew him no sprite,
Though he came to me thus In the middle of night.
I felt not afraid of him, simply because
I saw at a glance he was old Santa Clans;
I gave him a pipe which he lit, 'gan to smoke,
And through the thick cloud that he raised, thus he

spoke:

"Old poet, you're dreaming of days that have
Sown,

When Christmas was jolly, and I was well known;
My heart is, like yours, full of sorrow and pdin
For the good, good old times that come never

again;
"When I was a power, yea, a power In the land,
Ere new'fangled notions old customs had banned;When I with my sleigh load appeared. Christmas

eve,
And knickknacks galore for the young joyed to

leave.

"Now that is all over-the girls and the boys
Dua't believe isme more, though they still do in

toys;
They say that I do not exist, but you see
That that is a fib, for, behold, here I be.

"The children are wise in these days, and the laws
Df Nature they learn, and forget Banta Class;
rhey believe sot is fairies, and ghosts, and what

not-
For that I'd not ears, had they mei not forgot.
They say that I never filled stockings-that's fiat-rhey study phllosophy-can't credit that:

I could not ill 'em sow, ii I so were disposed;
rhere's no place lolang 'el-the fireplace closed.
1 am grieving like you-I'm a luckless old fellow,
Jcupation all gone-like the tragic Othello
1y storehouse is stocked yet with many a

thing-um-
Bob fine, and I In my old sleigh could bring 'em.

"Bat as I am forgot~J'il not trouble myself;hew knowledge has laid the old faith us the shelf;
rhe young noes, like old oneatoo knowing by half,
No stockings hang up, and at me dare to laugh.
'I do at deem christmas so bless as of yere;
Its mIstletoe, holly, and games are no mre;
I suppone, of course, hissing Is sltl guing os,
but I fear the old jollily wholly has gm.
'rhers's too mach electrie-Is that the ware-

lit;
It herns my weak eyes, for the glare U tee bright;
Ike playthings are mad. by machinery now,

and mine sow are sette out of date, you'll allow.

"rhe boys play with toys that are drives by steam.ad telegraphs, kgdaks, that magical seem;

If their forefathers saw them, they'd woader and
quake,

tad vow that old Nick had a hand Is their mahe.
"I'm slck of the times,with thetr~bigpaubli schoste-

Sut the childrea that I knew by so mean were

l'heegh they knew aot as Much the chue

today.
rheir hearts were more Uight, I thimk-sphii mere

gay.

"If the ehlirs can do without me, weil and goedl
Il'l sot bother about then-.-be that uadersteodi
They may haram their fathese and muthere fur
ad bay at ton-cent stores their latter-day trash.

"But I'll comne so more-I'm not ueeeed, 1 thenk

GOod-hyel"--Ua, held es, and take samhing to
drinkl"

But stay he would not-et he slipped through mhe

deor-mIled 'May the esitt hien yet'-I saw hknmea
mese.

I Omaserry he west, ad for tearsuIwas sps,
Bat I found onsmy table a fine meserca pipe:

To laquwe whe left it.I searuely need paese,

B3.11-1 believe is geed aid saarra C.aws.

-W. I3. Senemam
:5-

A Goed E. ase.

Willy's Uether-"Willy, doa't you know it is

winens to play with your soldiess em guaday?"

Wlny--ast, ....--- this i. the salvatigs
Arsay."

A Weems Tue.
ress Push.
Bele Weatheree-"MEw Asaplt 704leed

whem yes proposed to sme."

Jack de Ee-Tht's besams yes h4inthe weal over amy eyes tree the dust."
Thiemaeuce

Esemeth (aged ~s, vey MNed by a legg*w>;,"5esml My shes e- ss a -
sei'

. *"4*-

SECRETS OF THE SEA.
RwtieBisgiio OositTryu

ing to Imsra Tyrm.

AN Armaz; To TEE BPL

TMiemaCee byOiusam noWI eeY

s S sea-mer aenessas- semens-
Esperisees ef fte Pma e ss----

seTTfINGAF.OA!
et meassages in bottle
has been se eupedient

resarted I. by hip
wreubed marinere faa
maayeetariss. Often

_

ha a writng thee ese
:s ad to the waes
bos the happy mesma
of rescuing eastawap
bringlagse.eor Is thesa
whom hope had wel

". nigh -formaben. 1[ere
freueatly such a decu-

meat, piehed up years lter perhaps, has re-
Mewed aspeme by --M-- esetaa the fate of
misig voyages.. It seem. odd tat this idea
should bae. been recently adopted by =M-=o
for the practical and unromantie prpe of
ldiag out about the surface carrents f the
Oean.-
This week is the newest that has been under-

taken by the hydrogmhie offien of the United
States navy. Within e last two years it has
distrbted tes of thousand. of "bottle papers"
among the 2,600 skippers of seagoing vessels,
from sailing craft to Atlantic liner., who con-
tribute reports as voluntary observers in ex-
ehange for supplies of pilot charts, Ac., givenby the government. These bottle papers are
pnted forms which the observersare requestedto inoloe in bottles and throw overboard after
marking upon each of them the latitude, longi-tude and date. On each paper is a separate
space in which the person who may fnd the
bottle i asked to write the date and locality,
afterward forwarding the paper to the nearest
United States consul or to the hydrographicoffce at Washington. Directions as to these
matters are printed on the paper in several
languages. Up to the present time 261 of the
bottle papers thus scattered broadcast have
been returned, but thousands of them are still
afloat, and of these a considerable percentagewill be pieked up sooner or later. Of course, it
is impossible to know hew many of those placedin the hands of observer, have been duly
bottled and launched.

TU TOni of TE BoTTLE .

The coures. taken by the bottles in drifting
tells the story of the ocean currents, and
knowledge of these is of the utmost importance
to mariners. Chiefly it is valuable for enablingve.els to select such routes across the seas as
will make it possible for them to take advan-
tage of favoring streams and to avoid unfavor-
able ones. Columbus knew nothing about the
currnts of the Atlantic, and so he made his
way to the new world by the path which the
surface drift laid out for him. eThus, after
being driven far to the southward, he finallybrought up at San Salvador. Knowing where
he started from and the point at which he
finally arrived, hydrographers today can draw
a curved line on the map showing exactly the
course which he must have followed. Just at
this time such a fact possesses no
little interest. Only a few months agothe hydrographic office was called uponto determine the probable location of
a Pacifle mail steamship which was lost in the
Pacific ocean. Her machinery having broken
down, as was reported by a vessel which had
signaled her, she had drifted off and nothinghad been heard of her for weeks. The Pacific
Mail Company, being unable to find her, ap-pealed to the experts at Washington, who
promptly pointed out the exact spot where she
would be discovered. And she was found there,
600 miles west of where the owners had been
looking for her. This was figured out from
known facts respecting the direction and ye-
locity of the currents in that great waste of
waters.

TIE OCEAN PArnwArs.
An imortant part of the business of the

hydrographic office is the laying of tracks
across the ocean. They are none the less actual
roads because they are marked with imaginarylines instead of iron rails. Within the last few
weeks the experts have been called on to lay
out a route for steamers direct from Baltimore
to the Mediterranean. Two roads were pb-
quired, one to go and the other to come back
by. The road eastward had to be far north of
the return path in order to take advantage of
the favoring currents each way. The tracks of
the great Atlantic liners between the United
States and Great Britain are as accurately made
out and followed as if they were guilt on land,tWe winter track being some distance south
of the summer track because of ice-
bergs. Over these watery roads the ocean grey-hounds travel at the speed of moderately fast
railway trains, the maximum attained by the
City of Paris being about 23 miles at hour.
The tracks going and coining are 40 to 60 miles
apart, and the pilot charts warn sailing vessels
to avoid them, just as wagons are warned to
keep oft the railroads, for these swift steam-
ships do not stop for fog or anything, but keep
on at full speed night and dav, last summer
one of them cut the sebooner ifred. B. Taylorfairly in two, the latter being on the track, one-
half floating one war and the other half the
other way.

A PalcE's XZEmNT.
Some et the bottled papers set aloatbythe

P'rines of Monaco Boated for more than Lve
years before they were picked up. His serene
high e, who is an enthusiast in such matter.,
has 4Meted much attention to experiments of
ilaiaind. For the purpose of studyving the
Isrtace earsonts of the Atlantic he launched
from his sailing yacht in 1886 and 1886 a great
number of loots, consisting of wooden casks,
copper giebes and glass bottles. All of them
were weighted to prevent, any part of them
from being out of the water to catch the wind,
the object being to determine the drift. Ho
Snelly determined that the best Bloat for thewapseys a thick glass bottle coated with

pthand covered over this with copper. Of
suhbottlss he launched 981 In the year 1367,

in a line stretching from the Azores to the
Grand eamks of Newfoundland.
Each of them contained a document In nine

languages, asking the finder to record on it the
locality and date of discovery and to forward
It to the nearest maritime authorities. Of eli
the bottle papers thus distributed he got back
27, some of them bringing up in Ioelanid,others on the west coast of Africa, others on
the shores of Ameriea and fourteen as far away
as Japan. The prince has published charts
which show most intereetingly the courses
taken ~ethe Atlantic currents as proved by

A yAst wIRnLeoor.
It has long been knowo that the waters of the

Atlantic omean are a sort of whirlpoel on a
gigantic seals, the enstral point of which Is a
short dsane to the southwest of the Asores.
Just as is the ese of an atmophric cyelone,
there exist. in the middle of thaqueous vor-tex a region where the fluid of the sea hasscaroely an otion, so that bottles or otherLeatingojet entering It are apt to remsainthere ineately, anking Snally to the bottom.Nor mils ' th surface of the oceanIs eoyered with what is commonly knw as
"gulf weed" large area ot it hag the ap.psrfeof a drowned meadow, on whc oneimagi=e it possible to walk.

forsmry suppesed to a* d upe
seenab As ulfeamee froms the

ettheand et lierida, but it s s ow
knowuthat the weed grows and popagelswbhle eey Seating on the water. 24 teqmith mlhiditaus forms of life, Not least
titseesing of te mra creatures wbieb in-
hebi it aere e~re st~ullgI
they base arm-like fae w

to hwee,mking aesby -~
g~5brpebeler messed et it us bi us

of heng, etes

te ppse .is ysp eth

mrm end arske ewra is ibo

wit f taas~ansLt an st
*57s msiebh d hits aae f

of s..a -t isar .

e iee mf e t *edM i
ouaact ofew eh fsha..N Y oftrsee--as. -eaeeie~

/a--tof evss * wiheaniale en and
tig, d miastss dpg it animal and vegeb-
hle resafhs twt be gr=d-my semaim.auh that pertet he Peer of teseabe up-bsved oaf e ftattr tre by v'SIS aainsit would furnish sins et taaere satejisa to
fertib. the farm es tH werd. Is
'et is qas eemswisaly to t

+pe or ga gmle af Iis
water pleat whisk new leats aale.. It weuadbeermi valaiabe as a fertiler.
Many " "-. e., deserted and eater-

logged vensel-Ead their way into the Uares
sea, where theyes about for ag time and
llAsly brsak up or sink. An isportat ismareof the work of the hydrogreapi ales is the
dnding of each to , the
pebeste besates whierptd matas
of the pilotebartsdistributsd se shippers. tour
year. ago gret alarm was felt ea masoant of a

ie rafta lag which went adrift south of
Natce.It was e p et ST,00 traks

Of trees from S ItOb fet loug, bound with
irot ehaefs kato a egar-shaped asMsS test
long weighing 1,lls ttn. It wo ea -
sTrs in Nova Seesh, staring item the Bayof Fuady for New York in tow.
The hawsers iaodn a hurriaene, leavingthe raft in the direct treak of commerce. The

biggs.t of the oess greyhounds, on strikingsuch an obstruotied, would have gone down at
once with all en hoard. Two egoveramentsteamers and a tog started at once in pursuit of
the raft, which bad luekly been beken up by
the storm, the remnants of it being found seat-
tered over a wide space about 100 miles south-
east of the point where it was lost. For some
time it wa. Imagined that the boating logs
might do damage, but, though many vesmels
endenutered them, no harm resulted.

DaaLicTs.
This would have been the most dangerous

derelict ever known if the raft had held to-
gether. Vessels which come under this denomi-
nation are most commonly laden with lumber
or some other light cargo, so that they do not
sink, but merely become water legged, Boatingabout diamasted with decks on a level with the
water, so that it is very diMeult to see them in
time to avoid them. Continually drifting there
is no telling when or where they will be eu-
countered, and a collision with such an ob-
stacle is very apt to mesa total wreck.
Ships often sail away and are never heard

from again, though there has been no storm,
and in such eases they are reported "missing,"
the likelihood always being that they have met
with some such accident as this, against which
even the best navigator cannot guard. Se
serious is this peril that it has been proposedthat the nations should divide the oceans into
districts each one keeping its own district
clear. ihe most extraordinary derelict ever
heard of was the barque Marie Celeste, which
was found in the middle of the Atlantic de-
serted, with every sail set, dinner half cooked
In the galley and not a soul on board, thoughshe had every appearance of having been oo-
cu ied immediately before.
The weather was fair, and there was a gentlebreeze. She was towed into port, but no ex-

planation of the mystery has every offered
itself. One of the uses of studying the surface
currents of the seas is for the tracking of dere-
licts. Often, when a very dangerous one is
located, a steamer is sent out to blow it sky-high with explosives.

wEaTaa PaEDICTIoNs AT SEA.
Before many years have passed there will be

adopted a regular system for making predic-
tions of weather on the ocean, based upon
observations at stations in different parts of the
Atlantic. It is not practicable to construct re-
liable forecasts for that vast waste of waters
from data obtained on its shores.
Therefore it is proposed that observatories

shall be established on the Bermudas, the
Azores, the Canaries and the Cape Verde
Islands, all of which are already or will soon be
conneots4 with the continents by telegraphiccable. Excepting the Bermudas, all of these
islands have localities suitable for high-levelobjervatories. There are mountains in the
Azores a mile and a half high, in Madeira a
mile high, in Tenerie two miles high, and on
the Cape Verde Island of Fogo there is a peak
a mile and three-quarters high. Observations
taken from Pogo would be particufarly valua-
ble, because it lies near the tropic and on the
parallel where most of the Important cyclone.that traverse the Atlantic are generated.
The observatories will be equipped with in-

struments for noting the Gast appearance, na-
ture and progress of disturbances, and the in-
telligence thus secured will be transmitted to
the mainland in time to give warning of comingstorms. In this way the destruction of shippingalong the coasts by unexpected hurricanes will
be to a great extent prevented.
The fact is interesting to contemplate that if

the entire surface of the earth were made level
the whole globe would be covered with water
to a depth of two miles. The average depth of
oceans at present is about three miles.
Perhaps the best way to got a notion of what

such a depth signifies is to think of a placethree miles distant o the surface of the earth
and to imagine the horizontal line connectingone's self with that place swung downward to
the perpendicular. The deepest hole in any of
the oceans is found just east of Japan, where
the bottom sinks to a depth of five and a quar-ter miles below the surface. The voyagers onthe famous expedition of the Challenger.found that it took an hour and a quarter for
the heavy sounding weight to ink to the bot-
tom of this mighty chasm. Itzsx Baca.

SATINk8 OF CRILDREN.
Thmeir Questiens Somesttaes Take Away one'sBreatha.
Promi the Bearch Light In Goder's.
True It is out of the mouths of children often

aome words of knowledge deeper and greater
than those uttered by seer or prophet. Thorn
who have children, or those who having them
not, love them, can best tell you the quaintand
curious things the little ones sometismes may.
To be sure their questions someatinmes take ons
breath away, sand not the wisest or most learned
philosopher could answer them. Just why min-
isters' children should say and do the queerest
possible things, queerer and stranger than the
children of others, It is hard to tell, but same-
how we hear of their sayings oftaner. Perhaps
it is because they beer so much theelogy they
become deeper and more concentrated think-
era, always having hard ate to erack and
knotty quetions to answer.
In a clergyman'sfamnily, nota thousand miles

from New York, and whose name is so famous
that it is known from cue end of the Englishsakigworld to the other, there are two chil-
drenaboy and agirL. The boylivSe yearsold and as bright and handsomes a little fellow
as osewrould wish to meet. He roms and
plbye all day long, Is ipto all eorts ofmisef
butis so good natured about it that It is hard
for his parents to punish him. Whem nightoomesheistiredenough toeliedowneand go te
aleep, but, like many an elder person who gt
tired during tesy, he enanot always aos
At muck times, atrhe has said his prayess,bl
motherhastogoasddtbyhis bed to quiet
hina.
Recenaty both the boy and his little sister...

the latter ccupying a tiy bed In asother pertof the r".- ---ld not and would not bequieted samelently gego to sleep, The mother
had ether duties, and, wishing to leave theelhidren, si: "Now he quet andgaod,mlittle one, the Lard witae car eyof,"WU H, d se h tl
my sen.'" "~i~ selJ the li.ttle w hw

atsed fselishnese. "eteLesideeofEie ad eense sad -iesemof ie." Auethsr MW. v wheosfer is netael3 but qia esse b siewasoes oe day it the pignam1

Ut. Osesemed Meck.
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EING AN UNIAMUX-
0 ng man, wth no espe-

eial ering toward ah-
ing questions, I shay
probably go don to
my gers without
knowing what the gn-
tlema. in sufeRm
meant by leanlng over
the ship's side and
eSiag: "Mein Gott

In HIm 1a, sat yeti
mean dare? Geben sie
Shalea? Donnor nd

Nlitsan! bring dem trunks in mighty quiek,
gn't it."
He meant something, I know. He aid it as If

he meant something, and the sudden aotivtty
among the men bringing baggage on board
showed thast&.y knew he meant something.
A of four were on the deck of the

North German Lloyd steamer Kaiser Williss
II, just reedy to start on the voyage to Genes,Italy, via Gibraltar. There wer other people
on the doeck also. In fact, there were several
other people, and as the last bell rang there
was the usual wild ecramble to get on board
and to get on shore. The Kaiser Wimiam sea
thoroughly comfortable boat. She is German
from the jolly and popular commander to the
little Dutch paintinge scattered all over her.
The cabins are large and comfortable, and the
conveniences everywhere are first-class. In her
construction the rolling propensity, so con-
ducive to seasicknese has been minimized.
On the trip referred to she carried something
over 100 cabin passengers, with about 900
steerage passengers.

DeaS AT SEA.

Generally a voyages bear a very close
family resembinee to each other, the routine
in the main consisting of walking, eating,
drinking and reading. In cases like trips to
Genoa, lasting about eleven days. there is a
social element to be considered. Then, again,
some things which are common enough are
always Interesting. Among this class is death,and at sea a death possesses a peculiarsolemnity. On the first night out a young man,traveling entirely alone and for tis health.
died suddenly, before any aid could be
rendered. The burial at sea, with all it,horrors for sor 's and solemnity for all, wan to
take place the neat day, which was Sunday,and in the afternoon nearly all the passengerscrowded around to witress the eeremony. The
ship plowed steadily on ite way. The setting
sun rippled its last rays over the vast expenseof water, into which a bed, was to be dropped,
so that never could friend or relative say,"Here he lies." Still it was Interesting and the
crowd began really to enjoy their emotions.
They were a good lot of people, were the peas-
sengers of the Kaiser William, but it was with
an undoubted look of blank disappointment
that they received the news that the body would
be embalmed and taken to Genoa. The gen-eral feeling was artlesly expressed by one
young lady, who said, "Now, isn't that a
shame?"

CEETaAL POINTS.
There are central points of interest on an

ocean steamer. One of these is the steerage.
Generally it would be considered quite an
anomaly for 200 able-bodied emigrants- to be
sailing away instead of toward America. The
explanation was in the fact that they were
Italians. The sons of Italy are becoming noted
for their propensity to go to various countries
in big gangs as laborers and after the work is
completed return to their homes. With us
were 200 of thse Italians. who had spent various
periods in the United States, and if this same
crowd had not smashed the contract labor law
into 10,000 pieces appearances were greatly
against them. Appearances were against them
anyway. and tily were not the kind of
looking Individuals you would care to meet after
dark.
On an ocean steamer the smoking room is the

center for gossip and chat. During the day
every male passenger who is not seasick strolls
in more or less frequently. while some do all
but sleep there. Here is found the man who
drinks champagne constantly during the voyageand alongside the man of ninny voyages, who
knows it all. Here during a portion of the
evening is found the captain, with his broad
accent and stories of Chinese dinners and of
the Russian admiral who constructed the em-
peror's yacht as broad as she was long in the
hope of preventing any rolling. Along the
broad decks passe rs are walking briskly upand down or are lying wrapped up like mum-
mies In the steamer's chairs.

TBE POET.
Further along is the music room.with a piano

and odd little decorations, and here on one of
the sofas is found the poet. We know that
he is a poet. for he himself has said it. Hemight have maid he was a butcher, a baker or
a candlestick maker and we would still have be-
lievedl him. You would be greatly deceived in
this man. Unleas he told you, you would
never guess that he was a poet. He wears a
heard and trousera that sing comic operas, but
then he has the 'poti.. languor" He seldom
leaves the sofas, which he deserts only to read a
poem or to sing alittle lay. Hie has a grbatdeal on his mind, has this poet. He is greatlydisturbed shout the custom hornspectr
His main fear Is for his library,and'l abject

terror lest an unprincipled government should
snatch this priceless trefenre from him so
roused our respect and reverence that In awe-
etruck tones we Inquired the size of his library.
The poet in dignified rhythmic toues told asthathe had with him twenty volumes, ali written by
one M. Zola,

A 3LrxT or,D -MA1.
1b. individual with a long white beard just

going down the stops Is a very disagreeable old
man. Ue looks amiable enough as he carries
that young lady's shawle, but he Is wearing a
mask. During several days of the trip essess
two of our party were confined to their reasn.
They were not e==ck but they might just an
well have been. The firet day after emerging I
met this disagreeable old mae. Said he: ,

'Your party taking a sem voyage for health,
"Yes, sir."
"Reminds me of h story. One upon a tie

four little boys went skating when the Ice wan
thin. P. 8. They ehewed confeunded poor

leaking eid men.

We left Ne* York et £ e'elesk en
a Saturday afternoon, and the see-
end Monday morning found as ekess
to the cat of Ipala. At 4:0 a. sa. the aeher
was dropped of Gibraltar. Many of thes pam-senigeue went ashere and retorund hiess
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Suitor had esr to be lutrudaared to a eeed
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the natural ncrea.. of the p.. latao. was pro.
aided car. I rtetn :ubr one mas she Ire..
over 700 nuh. to get a wife. U. was ges
s-hen a train load of girl. arricel s d
the oung euan he =aled .t*mnnd. a.a
seven n:nut.. afte the arma. catse to the pear
were untud in nhatritont and te bidagre
started away sah has tnd am a behe6b6.,
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PsEh-tarass Greeag to thne Pine.
All the ardinals at ted. uaited spee lb. pe

yesterday and tendered han the; sal (hetsme
eongratulations. In reply to the good ecabue
for the ch arch and lasend the pne at" 1h.
the sig.s of a gathering storn ses thbt. tN
all observer. of emoral and relgaes c-M.bm.,
The European situation =a. preant 5I

rain and diaaster, ad thre condtion. ea
only be brought to an end Ier the healing
vartee of the cerch. sHch herself ees t be
vtanently awsailed.
In the cour.s of his nomsoe the pap s.

ferred to the Free Maeons. who .e c.rAeaed
as a mailguant sect who sete never tim to the
people, but who. unf rtuatet war. .mpperted

by Pethe government. Th" e- r fesoe haM
been iglatan.g the paet togesra for a lag
time.
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see the only sne to heep a .e.lrts a..
and e rsemdte a dimppsimsat. AY that
eoul be seem m prestily situated tows.setchlng dewn as the hey. Ve ware in h
ot MomCartemel fulysweaty masimss I
dam't believe there was a stagle suicide. Pasi-
hE, hwever, It ws the week fur pas.Tb. eemt harbor at Genoa was reaehed at l
e'cloak em Wedeae eveming wad aml hd
their tembks pinched and their shere slothe.
en ready to land. We, however, acshred fto
the eight, sad traksh wee. aeorded and the
passeners eesteuted themselves with gaing at
the thousands of lights twinkling on the hiS.
ride, marking the its evItaly's gremat t sea
port T. C. Y.

CUmUsTMAS.
When amd 3ew tie .semi Wae ust tasts.

tuted ad Ceebrated.
(Wiittes for The Evening Ntar. J

When, whets and why was this festival insti-
tted? As in almost all things aaciet, there
are various theories as to the origin of this day.

It is certain that it is not of Divine appoint
meat, nor even of Mew Testament origia. The
enact date of the Savior's birth rset known.
The early church father, do not speak of it ad
act antil early in the fourth century is there
any reliable reeerd of a Christmas time.
The date of Bus baptism was recognised and

eelebrated as early as A. D. 2IS as the festival
of Epiphany. This took the preosdence because
the father. eosidered this event as His lrst
real amafestation to men. The tendency of
the early church was to multiply fe.tal days,
and when they became too aumerous the were
merged into o0e or more great festivals.
Thus the Geite day, when Christ was
manifested to other nations than the Jews.
The day when the three wise men from the east
came to bring presents. The day of the
first miracle of Cana. The day of the
feeding of the 5,000 were all merged into the
one -reat feast of Epiphany, which was after-
ward known as the festival of the, "Three holyKings," as the world's evangel:zation idea he-
came uppermost in the chur-h. As time went
on there arose the day of heephem's martyr-
dom. December 26: St. John's day. December
27; the day of the massacre of the innocent,
December 28; the Circumcision, January 1.
These were all united with the day of Epiphany,January 8: the date changed to )ecctber
25 and the name changed to Christmas. his
change took place in A. I. 810, hence all these
other festivals and huly days are older than our
Christmas.
The reason' for this Is that the church lin-

gered at first about the facts of the death and
resurrection of Christ, the completed fact of
the great redemnptin scheme, and naturally
made these scenes the center of their worahip
and annual festivities.

In later ages many observances other tha
the original idea of the birth of Christ were
added. Such as the lighting of large candles
and the laying the huge log called the "Yule
clog" (from huel, round on the fre to com-
memorate the turning of the sun and the
lengthening of the days. The dishes most in
vogue were, for breakfa't and supper, a boar's
head, with an apple or orenge in the mouth.
plim porridge and mince pie. Eating the later
was considered a test of orthodozy. The pie
was made long in iamtation of the manger in
which Christ was laid. The private houses as
well as all churches were decorated with ever-
greens in which the mistleto. was abundant.
This custom was transplanted from the Druid-
ical worshipers of a very early age.
In answer to the questions we started with,

then we would my:
1. Christmas was first celebrated in the

fourth century and was universally recognised
by all Christian creeds in the isith century.

2. Fir4 in the Western or Latin Church, and
later in th' Eastern or Greek I hurch.

3. It is the greatest of all religious festivals.
because the incarnation Iorns the center and
the turning point of the history of the world.
It i. interwoven in the popular and family life.
and is the grand Jubilee day for the children as
well as the older members of the family, when
gifts are exchanged to celebrate the infinite
love of God in the gift of His only begotten
son. It kindles in the bleak and cold midwin-
ter a holy fire of love and 4atitude, and
preaches in the longest winter night the risingof the sun of light and the undinned glory of
the risen Lord. J. I). Caotsa vi.

A Crff 11EETCm.
A Little Girl rlangs reeziaese late as

Elevated Car.
Tins Harper', Weekly.
He entered an elevated train at Franklin

street, with a white-clad, golden-haired haby
girl in his thin old arms and a smile am his
gray-bewhiskered face. Every man in the car
was silent behind a newspaper or gazing gloom-
ily out of a wind.
"May I sit by you?" he Inquired of an over-

fed, melancholy man in black, who was occupy-
ing three-quarters of a double meat in the mid-
dIe of the car.
The melancholy man amoved slightly. "Cer-

tainly," he said, and whim he saw the haby girl
he frowned at first and then smiled ad
squeezed hnimselfr into one-half the at.
"Bressy, ain't It?" inqurdthe old &m. and

four newspapers wee wee into as many

"Yes it is." replied the melancholy maen, with
anothsr smaile. "Seeme to he blowing freshly
up the bay."

"tihouldn't wonder If we had rain." ventured
t old man so loudly and cheerfully that pa.-.

se rs for tan eats around looked ever and
smiled, and tw.oer three began to convers
tentatively, after' the mann=r of phsaeas wholearnad to talk very lats in life. "Toe my
darter this mcmri.' betere I left hum that I
thought Is 'ud rain before might, but she saidrdloseanuembrell' 'f I fetched one. It does
seem 's if I'm gittin' powerful fergitul latsl'?""Bmecks!"-froee the guard.

"Is this your grandcbild?" inquired themeaey man, beaming with ae his visibleeutiele.
"Yes, this is ey; aM thees we've get. Nor

father 'a moather's dead. 'a she lives 'hang 'e
airy 'a mee. Aimary's my dartser"
"Eighth ne'l"-from the gad
"Make 'em husldon't they? Dam'S give'em much time togit em or el. Alamiry's kind

e' uesr, though sbe means well, Almiry deas

I'll give her ereit for that-a the thoeght eli
tes Gin's wa'n'S wuth while But I aye to
myslf I ela't got any msere gw=asildrug to

biep ner mush heuger to bring 'em up is 't
Iit ey wants as geed elothes 's our

minter's Mile girl, she gel.' to hey 'em,

TetU ase up into the seee, homey

eI haes end m~ed.

"Is is wiodaw toe oedd for year Utie gdt,

sir?" inurda big seansteeby who est oppe.

reitmmlto sen a grimy pepermeeeds

"WeolM yes Mie e window oetesd
"E, Gmk ye. Os't het toe mee bush aifor Suy W che lieet deer.. Sut a

"lewer whoseasi What t e m
"wa we'e et to ges eat masOsa
Diwuininegama-sa
"eUgms"le a eee as'ame

Ml ~ iaeQ Que M~ae
tisesemsasataa ts


